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XVID. An Hhisftr ation of a Saxon Infeription o on a 
Church of Kirkdale iz Rydale iz the North-Riding 
of the County of York. In a Letter addreffed to 
Mr, Gough, by John-Charles Brooke, E/g. of the 
Herald’s College, F.S. A. 


Read Jan, 16, 177% 


Dear Sir, 

N a tour I made faft fummer from Scarborough to the 

South of Yorkfhire, I paid a vifit to the Rev. Dr. Comber, 
4 relation of mine, whofe feat is not far diftant from Kirkdale 
church in Rydale in that county; and one day we took a ride 
to fee the curious Saxon infcription over the South door of 
that building, fometime fince difcovered by the Rev. Mr, 
William Dade, rector of Barmfton, a worthy clergyman in. 
the Eaft-Riding, and of which, as you informed me, Mr. 
Pegge communicated a copy to the Society in a letter ad- 
dreffed to the late Bifhop of Carlifle, anno 1771. I here- 
with fend you an exact reprefentation thereof*, together with a 
view of the church, Dr, Comber having politely ordered the- 
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‘tiles of the porch to be removed, the better to enable us to 
read it. ; 

Mermortats of the erection. and confecration of our churches 
by infcriptions, are not numerous in general, but antecedently 
to the Norman conqueft, they are indeed exceeding rare. 
Mr. Pegge, in a Sylloge, which he has made of them, and 
which it is to be hoped he will hereafter favour the Society 
with, fays, that there are not more than three or four that 
actually precede the Norman Atra. For though we have feveral 
that refpe& the Saxon times by commemorating the founders 
of that nation, yet they have been compofed, and engraved in 
Vater days, and confequently cannot always be depended upon. 

Tis, which is the fubject of the following paper, is a. 
fingular and valuable curiofity. Itis engraved on one intire free- 
ffone of large dimenfions, being feven feet five inches long, 
one foot ten inches high, and in perfect prefervation, except a 
fmall part in the centre, where the infcription is disfigured, but 
not obliterated, by the weather. This feems in fome meafure 
to be owing to its being defended by the porch which entirely 
covers it, except at two angles, and. confequently muft have 
been of later erection, and: from its having been formerly plaiftered 
over with lime, or fome-other cement, as appears by the re- 
mains of dt in the-interftices of the letters, and in the vacancy, 
where the hand of the dial has been broken away. The in- 
fcription may be read thus:. 


© 


«ORM. 
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«ORM. GAMAL. suNA~ BOHTE. SANCTUS. ‘GREGORIUS « 
6¢ MINSTER. THONNE. HIT. WES. L.TO;+BROCAN. AND. TO. 
‘oPALAN. CHEHITLE. AND.MAN.NEWAN. FROM.GRUNDE, 


66 CHRISTE. AND. SANCTUS: GREGORIUS,IN. EADWARD. DAGUM. 
&é*CNG.IN. TOSTI, DAGUM,. EORL. 


"Under the Dial. 


.<¢ AND, HAWARD. ME. WROHT.-AND. BRAND. PRS. 


Ai Feds 
-<s Orm, Ganial filius, emit San&i Gregori Ecclefiam, tune ea 
s¢ erat tota diruta-et collapfa. Chehit/e et ali renovabant.a folo, 
“ Chrifto et Sanéto Gregorio, in Edwardi diebus Regis, in To/ti 
«¢ diebus Comitis.” 


_Et Hawarth me-fecit, et Brand prefbyter. 
«¢ Orm, Gamal’s fon, bought St. Gregory’s Church, then it was 
“ all gone to ruin and fallen’ down. Chehitle and others re- 


«* newed it from the ground, to Chrif and St.” Gregory, in Ed- 
 & quard’s days the King, and in To/fi’s. days the Barl.” 


“Under the Dial. 
And Hawarth me made, and Brand the prieft. 
-"TwAv: part of the infcription which. is above, and runs 


“sound the radii of the dial, being fomewhat. defaced, I dare 
A offer 
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offer no explanation of it, but am favoured with the fol- 
lowing ingenious conjectures from the Rev, Mr. Manning 
of Godelming. 


IT is obvious, fays that great matter of Saxon literature, 
from the pofition of this dial, that it was intended for a direct 
South dial, defcribed on the plane of the prime vertical; on 
the-back part, or North fide of which, the fun -never fhines 
from the autumnal.to the vernal equinox. Now fuch a dial -: 
may, with great propriety, be called a dial for the winter - 
half of the year; becaufe it exhibits the whole of the fun’s 
diurnal courfe while he is in.the Southern or winter part of 
the ecliptic, but not when-he is in-the Northern or fummer half i 
of it. 

Tuis being premifed, he-has no doubt but that the Saxon: : 
Jepénd was intended as a defcription-of fuch a dial; and that.» 
in dts original.ftate it-ran thus: 


pls IS DEGES SBL MERLA 
TO SVNNX TILLVM INTERES. - 


= 


» , 1. Co “iil 
Hac eft diet temporis delineatio;.~. 


Verfus Solftitium hyemis. 


‘This is a Draught exhibiting the time of Day, 
While the Sum is:paffing to and from the Winter-foiftice, 


Jue minfter, omehurch, at this place, was dedicated, it fcems, 
to Gregory the Pope, as was very natural, he being fo in- 
ftrumental in introducing the Chriftian religion amongft the 

> Saxons. 
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Saxons in this ifland; and it appears from an agreement made 
between the Monks of Rievaulx and the Canons of Newburgh, 
dated anno 1190, 2 Rich. I. that. the church of Kirkdale was 
then called the church of St. Gregory. The words are, perpetua 
senenda; praeter ecclefiam et coemliterium Sti. Gregorii de Kirk- 
dale{a]. The name is written with its Latin termination Gre- 
gorius, and it may bé obferved, that though the Saxens feldom la- 
tinized their own names, not evenon the coins, where the ftile 
feemed to require it; yet, as appears from the Saxon Chronicle, 
the Saxon verfion of Bede, and the Saxon Homily, publifhed 
by Mrs. Elftob [4], they generally retained foreign names in 
their Latin form, as Gregorius, Auguftinus, Mellitus, Lau- 
rentius, Petrus, Johannes, Juftus, &c. probably not knowing, 
or not being. ceftain of, the vernacular termination of thofe 
names in the country from whence they came, 

Tue time when this infcription was engraved, may be deter- 
mined within a few years. Tofi'[cl, who was 4th fon of 
Godwin, Earl of Kent, .and brother to King Harold[d], was 
“amade Earl of Northumberland [e] by King Edward the Con- 

fellor, anno 1¢56, upon the death of Earl Siward, whofe fon 
Waltheof was then but a child, and unable to govern[/]. 
The kingdom of Northumberland, in the Saxon Heptarchy, 
included that part of the county of York which was called 
Deira, viz. between the rivers Humber and Tees, in which 


[a] MSS. penes Johém Burton de civit. Eb. M. D. 
16] P. 28 ' 
[ce] Toftig, Chron. Sax. paflim. ‘Toftius, Sim. Dunelm. Ingulphus, Knighton, 
Tofii, Henry Hunt. and Brompton. Toifius, Annal. Dunftapl. Toffinus, Ail- 
redus. Sovarioufly is this name written. 
[d] Ingulph fol. 510°. nae. 
fe] Hen. Hunt. fol. 210%. n°. 10. 


[ f] Sim. Dunelm. col. 187. n® 60. 
, Kirkdale 
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Kirkdale is fituated, which:probably was the reafon that Totti 
is mentioned as Earl in the infcription, that dignity being next 
after the:crown..i For though it appears in Doomfday- Book, 
that this Earl had large poffeflions in the county in Edward 
the Confeffor’s days, yet. none of them were in ‘Gerlefire 
Wapontake, now Ryda/e, that tra being divided amongft 
feveral Saxon Thanes, of whom Orm mentioned in the.in- 
{cription-had a confiderable fhare, as will hereafter be {hewn, 
and Hugh Fitz-Baldrie was the tenant in capite of all the 
Manors adjoining to Kirkdale, when that furvey was made. | 

EARL Tofts being ofa-bold and turbulent -difpofition, did 
not long enjoy his new. honours; for having been guilty, of, 
many cruel acts of oppreflion, particularly in, Yorkthire, . it fo. 
difgufted the gentry of the county, that they, rofe,, and after. 
having murthered many of his. {ervants at York, to the number, 
of two hundred and upwards,as my author fays[¢], expelled. 
him the country, to which he never returned to govern, but. 
loft his life in attempting it, anno .1066, at Stamford- aBedes 
near York [4}. P 

Tuts revolution happened anno we nine years a ie Ms 
creation; and as it is not probable that any memortal of his 
government would be erected after, his expulfion, : particularly 
by a difgufted people, it may reafonably . be inferred, that the 
church was rebuilt, and this infcription engraved, between the 
years 1056, and 1065; when, as appears in Doomfday Book, 
many of our churches were in being, even in villages, and no 
doubt, feveral of them built of ftone, as Kirkdale is; for though 
the facred fiructures of the Saxons were in general timber 


[zg] Sim. Dunelm. col, 192. n. So. 
rereteas F 2574. 10. 


vVou. V. Cra buildings, 
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buildings, as night be eafily fhewn, yet at this time, vz. in 
the eleventh century, many were made of ftone. 
Tue materials of which Krkdale church is compofed vary. 
in different parts of it, which may be attributed to the different 
repairs it has undergone; but it is obfervable, that the circum- 
{tances of the fabric, betoken it to be of an Ante-Normannic 
date. Thearch of the door, over which the infcription is placed, 
as you will fee by the view, is circular, as is alfo the arch at 
the Weft end of the church. As to the windows, they are 
conceived to be of a modern date ; and indeed at firft they were 
little better than holes with ordinary lattices[#] in moft of our 
churches. “And whereas there are three mitred-arches within 
the church feparating the nave from the ifle on the North, 
this ifle was probably added long after the firft ereétion of the 
body of the church, for the enlargement of the building, and 
the-accommodation of an increafing parifh; confequently thefe 
arches of the Norman tafte and ftyle were probably made 
fince the Conqueft, when the church was enlarged with the 
ifle, and therefore are no objection to any thing here advanced. 
Te next thing to be confidered 1s, who were the parties 
mentioned in the infcription, and particularly Orm, whofe 
piety reftored’the church, and furnifhed us with fuch a curious 
monument of Saxon antiquity; and on this head we receive 
much light from that valuable record called Doomfday Book; 
in which it appears, that in the time of Edward the Confeffor, 
he was owner of Kirkdale, and all the adjacent country. 


‘{i] Camden’s Brit. col. 872.893. Chaucer, p. 36. 


“ EV- 
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« E\VRVICSCIRE. 
“TERRA HVGONIS FILIJ BALDRICI. 
 NoRTREDING . GERLESTRE Wap. 
“é In CHIRCHESI, bi ORM vy. cat iit ad gid. tra ad .t1.car.ibi ht 


8% 


Ks Hugo * éat 7 & willet.111. cat[bi pbr 7 eccla 7 mol.tu11.fol. &e: 

“© Hee ptin ad Chirchebi, Wellebrune,Middeiha, Haram,Nagletune,Berch:, 
‘ pense ,Mifpeton, Ritone,Martone,Berch.In his funt “~" cay dim 
“ad gid Tra ad x11 cat.Ibi fant sh uilt xx1 hites vit catTbi x1. at pu. 
« Tot @) ci a: uat. TRE xir. Lib. coc fol.” [Fr] 


In Terra Hugonis filit Baldrici. 
In North- Riding, Rydale Wapoitake. 


€ 


nw 


Manerium. In Chirchebi habuit Orm quinque sa caer etave 
ad geldam. Terra eft ad duas carucatas. Ibi habet Hugo filtus 
Baldrici duas carucatas et decem villanos cum tribus carucatis. 
Ibi Prefbyter et Ecclefia, et Molendinum. ya folidos, 8c.” 


¢ 


" 
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ow 


nw 


6 


wn 


«<> Berewicae. Hae pertinent ad Chirchebi, ViellitninizogMiddellithr:, 
Harem, Nagletune, Berch, Normanebi, Mifpeton,.Ritone, Mar- 
ton, Berch. In his funt viginti et fex carucatae et dimidium 
ad geldam. ‘Terra eft ad duodecim carucatas. Ibi funt 
«¢ modo villani viginti & unus, habentes feptem carucatas, Ibi 
quadraginta acrae pratt. ‘Totum Manerium cum adjacen- 
tibus valuit tempore Regis Edvard: duodecim as, mod6 


centum folidos.” 
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[4] This ~— from Doomfday- -Book was taken from a copy-of fo much of 
that record as relates to Yorkfhire, in my library, and which has been compared 
with two other copies, and found to correfpond. But, in order to have this extract 
perfe@tly exadt, I examined it with the original at Weftminfter, which was _ 
qiicgely™ ‘fhewn me by Mr. Farley, and feind them exactly to correfpond. 

Cc 2 AND 
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Anp befides thefe he poffefied Valetun, Hoton, Gedlingefmnore 
and Hoveton, alfo berwicks to Kirkby-Moorfide, and the manors. 
of Lechefhorp, Holecher, and Bretbt, Lanton, Cheretorp, Brea- 
dale, Bedreflorp, S Schireburne and Fleflerton; Bagebs, and its 
berwicks, wz. Chirchebi, Carleton, Tfelbec, Sudtune, Ardene: 
and Chipuic; the manor of Grudeclive: and sits, berwieks, 
Danebi, Lelun, Brocton and Camifedale and the manor of 
Hovingham,, and its berwaicks, ze. Wad, Frideton, . Holtorp, 
Efchalchedene, Hauuade, ‘Coliune, Grimeflon, Neutone, . Neffe, 
Flolme, Liflingeby, Buirutc, Aimundr ebi, Broftone, Neubufe, 
&c. all in this neighbourhood. Gamel, his father, as exprefied 
in the infcription, had alfo large pofleffions in the fame Wapon- 
takes viz, the manors of Martreb:i, Cahbofoi, Alrebec, a moicty 
of Fridebi and its berwick, Réventborp, Bafchebi, Tornitun, 
Brotiuneya moiety of Suintune; and - Holme, Normanebi, Ricalf, 
Nunnigetune,, Seaceldene, and Gameltorp ;, of all which great 
property, they,,or their pofterity, were deprived at the Conquett 
by, William: 1. who gave them to Hugh Fitz- Baldrac. before- 
mentioned, one of his Norman follotreres 
~Kirkpéce -itfelf is no manor, but the church is underftood 
to be in the lordfhip of ‘Welburn,,.as the adjacent, grounds are 
rated there [/], which,.as well as Nagletune, now. Nawton, are 
inthe. parith of Kirkdales; and both thefe, as wall be.obferyed 
from the extract from Doomfday, before. given,iwwere, berwicks 
to Ghirchebiy: or Kirkby Moorfide, of which Orm, was lords 
and whereas a church and.prieft.are mentioned.as being at the 
latter place, and none at Wellebrune, or any of- the berwicks 
belonging to Kirkby-Moorfide, it is very probable that the 
church of Karkdale’ “was confidered in Doomfday- Book, ' as-the 


7 Ex informat. Rev. D, Se & Geo, Strangeways Robinfon, Arms 


munc Dom, de “Welburne, 
. place 
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place of worfhip belonging to that manor; and that the prefent 
{tructure at Kirby-Moorfide was erected in after ‘ages, when it 
grew more populous; for that lordfhip coming into poffeffion 
of the Lords Mowbray, and from them to the Barons Stuteville 
and Wake{m], as'will hereafter be fhewn, much encreafed in 
fize and wealth, and became a market town: and I have rarely 
obferved in Doomfday Book, that churches ‘pertained to ber- 
wicks; yet this, though not otherwife mentioned in that record, 
evidently exifted in the time of the Confeffor, as appears by the 
inf{cription. ’ 

Tue large eftates pofleffed by Orm in this county entitled 
him to the rank of Thane, which that he enjoyed, we learn, 
from Simeon of Durham, who fays, that a certain Thane in 
Yorkfhire, by name Orm, the fon of Game/, married Etheldrith, 
one of the five daughters of Earl Aldred, (i. e. Earl of Nor- 
thumberland) of whom he begat a daughter named Ecghfrida, 
amared to Filfvde Teife(m). The title of Desen, or Thane, 
when-an honorary dignity, was given to thofe who were part 
of the greater nobility, and held lands by Grand-Serjeanty, or 
of the King in Capite!o]; whence it had.its origin of Demian, 
minifirare| p\, becaufe they were the King’s immediate tenants 
by perfonal fervice, which atval! times hath; been the privilege 
of fubjects of the higheft rank, and’great alliances. This was 
the cafe with GOrm,. for, Suede that he himfelf had married 
the coheir of Earl Aldred, Aelfieda, her elder fifter, was wife 


[m] Vide Dugd. Bar. fub titul. M/bizi als. Mowbray, Stuteville & Wake. 

[2] Quidem Tein in Eoverwicfchire, nomine O:m, filius Gan.lonis, accepit 
uxorem unam ex quinque filiabus Aldredi comitis Etheldritham, ex qua, genuit . 
fliam nomine Ecgfridam, ex qua Eilfi de Teife genuit Waltheof, & duos jus - 
fratres, et Edam fororemecorum, Sim. Dun. col. 82. n. 30. 

» [oe] Selden’s Tit. Hon. p. co7. 
[p] Sax. Did, fub titul. Degin & Denzan. 
to 
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to Earl Siward[g], whom Toft: fucceeded in the Earldom of 
Northumberland; and Aldgitha another married Lyulph, a 
Saxon Thane in Durham, anceftor of the Lords Lumley, and 
of Richard, now Earlof Scarbrough [r]. The fame authority [5] 
alfo informs us, that Game/, fon of Ornus (which perhaps fhould 
be read Ormus), was put to death by Earl Tofti, in his own ” 
chamber at York [7], which probably might be from the great . 
influence which his poffeffions and alliances might give him rn 
oppofing the ambitious defigns of that Earl, and furnithes 
another proof of the date of the infcription; as from the difguft 
that Orm, the fon of Gamel, muft naturally have had to the 
murtherer of his father, and the ufurper of the Earldom of his 
nephew [z], would prevent his noticing Tofti in any memorial 
erected after his expulfion in 1065, and corroborates the con- 
jeCture, that the infcription was engraved, and the church re- 
built, before the flight of that Earl into Flanders. 

Erzsivus, or Elfi de Teife, who married Ecgfrida, the daughter 
of Orm, fon of Gamel, in confideration that her mot Hel was 
daughter of Aldred, Earl of Northumberland, and grand- 
daughter of Ecefrida, daughter of Aldune, bifhop of Durham, 
had with her the lordihips of Bermetun aud Skirningeim [7], 
which, together with Eltune, Carlrune, Heaclif, and Heafel- 
dene, allin Durham, had been given by Aldune, with Ecgfrida 
his daughter in marriage to Uared, Earl of Northumberland, 
father of Earl Aldred. By the faid Ecgfrida, daughter of Orm, 


[g]} Vince. N° 2. F. 97, in Coll. Armor. 
[r] Vinc. N° 20. F. 117, 1n eod. Colleg. 
[s] Sim. Dunelmenf. col. 102. n. 60. 
[7] Drake’s Ebor. p. 82. 
[u] viz. Waltheof, fil. Siwardi & Aelfledae, fororis Etheldrithac uxoris Orm. 
[w] Dugd. Bar, Vol. I. p. 3. 
5 Elfi 
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Elf had iffue, Waltheof, two other fons, and a daughter Eda; 
which Waltheof was to have fought againtt Cofpatric, fon of 
Cofpatric, fon of Arkil, by Sigrida, his wife, daughter of Kilvert, 
fon of Sigulf, a Saxon Thane in Yorkthire, and fecond hutband of 
Eegfrida, daughter of Aldune, bifhop of Durham. But further 
concerning the pofterity of Orm, fon of Game/, docs not appear ; 
and it is probable, that at the Conquett, they, like many others 
of the Saxon nobility, were reduced to a mean eftate; but I 
have fent you a genealogical table of his alliances, extra@ed 
from the pedigree of the ancient Saxon Earls of Northumberland 
in my baronage, which in thefe relations much helps to elu- 
cidate their hiftory, and which is chiefly compofed from the 
Chronicle of Simeon of Durham. I am happy alfo in having 
for its authority, the notes and obfervations of the ingenious 
and learned Auguftine Vincent, Efg.° Windfor Herald, and 
Keeper of the Records in the Tower in the laft century, who 
hath inferted it in two of his valuable manufcripts, now depo- 
fited in the library of this college [+]. 

Tats infcription is not more remarkable: for its antiquity,. 
than the particulars it affords, which, though not of any great 
confequence, are more in yumber than occur in any other that 
has hitherto been met with. Firft, there was a church ereted 
at this place before the eleventh century, which being de- 
molifhed previous to the Conqueft, either by the Danes, or by 
Tofti in the feuds which diftreffed this county during his. - 
government of the Northumbrian kingdom, when Game/, 
father of Orm, lord of the manor, and all the adjacent country, 
was flain; it was after rebuilt by Orm the fon, of whom, 
and his connexions, we have happily a particular account from. 


[*] Vine. N° 20. F. 117. and N° 2, F. 94. 
the 
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the moft authentic records[y]. Secondly, we have the archi- 
tects of the new church fpecified, Chehitle, and his aflociates. 
3dly, the time toa reafonable degree of precifion. 4thly, the 
church continued facred to the fame Saint after its re-edification, 
as it was before, which was not always theycafe, the Saint or 
Patron being fometimes varied upon a re-confecration; where- 
upon it may be alfo further noted, that Chr7# is here conjoined 
with the particular, or more immediate Saint, as was frequent: 
God, or the bleffed Virgin, or our Saviour, often eccurring in 
the dedication of churches along with the local tutelary. | 5thly, 
the name of the workman who engraved the infcription, 
Hawarth. 6thly, the name -of the incumbent of the living, 
or prieft, Brand. ) 

Tue fituation of :Krrkdale church is extremely beautiful-and 
romantic, though the building itfelf makes but a mean ap- 
pearance, .as-you will fee by the draught, having dittle worth 
obfervation, except the inf{cription, cif hee externally or within. 
It is fituated in a fruitful vale, furrounded with hanging woods, 
and watered with a brook.; the whole fecluded from the world, 
being far removed from.any inhabitants, and well adapted to 
give us an.idea of the wifdom and piety of our Saxon anceftors, 
in chufing for fuch a purpofe, a htuation fo well caleulate te 


iaf{pire aul. devotion. Fs 
Hucu Fitz-Baldric, to whom the Conqueror gave the-éftate 
which had belonged to Orm the fon. ef Gamel in thefe parts, 


} 
{y] Imuft in this place obferve, that though the Chronicles of. the Monks are 
generally efteemed as legendary and of little authority; yet when, at the diftant 
period of 700 years, we find monuments of this nature produced, which fo evi- 
dently evince the exiftence ‘of the parties mentioned therein, it -confiderably adds 
to their weight, and ferves to remove the ftigmas which have uftally been thrown 
upon them, ‘ 


had 


~ 


Mr. Brooxe on @ Saxon fufeription. 201 


had iffue, Ernebutga his daughter and fole heir, married to 
Robert de Stuteville, or de Stutta villa, fon of Robert de Stute- 
ville, furnamed Grandeboef, or de Fronte Bovis [2], 2 Norman, 
who in her right was poffeticd thereof: but in the sth year of 
flenry I. Robert his father, fighting in behalf of Robeit Curt- 
hofe, at the battle of Tinchebray in’ Normandy, again{t King 
Henry, was there taken prifoner, and fent into England; where- 
upon the King fcized upon all the lands belonging to him and 
his fon, and gave them to Nigell de Albini, anceftor of the 
noble family of the Mowbrays, Dukes of Norfolk [a]. 

Nicett de Albini held the eftate till his death, and was 
fucceeded by Roger de Mowbray his fon [4], who, while in 
potieffion of Kirby Morfheved, gave Wellburne a member thereof, 
and the tithes of the faine, to Rievaulx abbey, near Helmefley, 
which had then been lately founded by Walter Efpec, anceftor 
to the Lords Rofs; but in this charter he particularly excepts 
the church of Wellburne and fix bovates of land. belonging 
thereto[c], which he afterwards gave to the Abbey of New- 
burgh, of his own foundation, in thefe words: «* & ecclefiam 
“< de Welleburne, cum Jex bovatis terrae; ct vallem ubi ipfa ecclefia 
e¢ fedit, cum capella de Wimbelton, cui duae bovatae terrae ad» 
<¢ jacent(d|:” and this muft have been the occafion of the agree. 
ment before-mentioned, between the Monks of Rievaulx, and 


[=] Liber Niger. F. 453. 4 D. 14. P. 113. in Coll. Armor. 

tz] K. Hoved. 2707. n. 10. 

[2] This Roger afflumed the name of Mowbray on account that the eftate of 
Roger dé Molbray, Earl of Northumberland, forfeited for treafon, had been 
given to Nigell or Albini his father, by Hen. I. Dugd. Bar. vol. I. p, 123. 

fe] Lib. Rieval. Julius D. 1. Chart. N° XI. in Bibl, Cotton. 

[d] Mon. Anglic. vol. I, p. 190°. 
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the Canons of Newburgh, concerning the church of St. Gre- 
gory of Kirkdale, in the 2d of Richard I, [el]. 

In the 23 Hen. I. Robert de. Stuteville, who had married 
Erneburga, the heir of Hugh Fitz Baldric, who fucceeded Orm, 
Jaid claim to the barony of Roger de Mowbray, which had 
been forfeited to the crown for the rebellion of Robert Grande- 
boef his father; whereupon they came to an agreement 
that Roger de Mowbray fhould reftore the lordfhip of Kirkby- 
Mortheved, with its appurtenances, including Welléurne, to the. 
faid Robert de Stuteville, to hold of him by the fervice of nine 
knight's fees [ /]. 

Beinc thus repofleffed of his eftate, he was fucceeded by. 
Robert his fon, who feems to have confirmed all the religious 
grants which Mowbray his predeceffor had made to various 
monafteries of the lands of his inheritance while in his pof- 
feffion ; and (cnter alia), for the welfare of the fouls of himfelf, 
of Robert his grandfather, Robert his father,. Erneburga his 
mother, Helewife his wife, and, with confent of William his 


fon, and his other fons, he confirmed to the Monks of Rievaulx, . 


Welleburne with its appurtenances, which had been the inhe- 
ritance of his anceftors[¢]; in which charter, in defcribing 
the boundaries of the manor, as it had formerly been peram- 
bulated by Roger de Mowbray and his men of Rydale, he men- 
tions Eicclefa de Kirkedaléd, This is noticed, becaufe it adds a 
further proof, that the church has been indifcriminately called 
Wellburne, and Kirkdale, and confirms it’s fituation within the 
berewick of Wellburne, of which Orm, the fon of Gamel, was 
lord in the time of Edward the Confeffor; having doubtlefs 


{e] Page 192. 
[f] R. Hoveden 456°. n. 30and 40. 
[g] Lib, Rieval, p. 38 and 83. 
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aiumed the latter name from the dale, or vallis, ubi ipfa ec- 
clefia fedet, as exprefied in Roger de Mowbray’s charter to the 
Abbey of Newburgh. 

THE Stutevilles continued to flourifh as barons in the North 
of England, till the time of Henry III. Kirkby-Mortheved, and 
Cottingham near Beverley, which was alfo given to Hugh 
FPitz-Baldric their anceftor by the Conqueror [4], being the heads 
af their barony; but in that reign they expired in an heir- 
female married into the family of the Lords Wake, who founded 
Cottingham Priory[{7], and have many ages fince loft their 
great eftates in Yorkfhire. But there are families in the county 
who yet inherit property by defcent from the Stutevilles, par- 
ticularly Sir William S’Quintin, bart. his manor of Harpham; 
and Sir Griffith Boynton, bart. the manor of Burton-Agnes, 
through the heirs of Griffith, barons Somerville, barons Morley 
of Morpeth, Stuteville, and Fitz-Baldric; Hugh Fitz-Baldric 
being lord thereof by the name of Borheton, when Doomf{day- 
Book was made [4]. 

Tue Abbey of Newburgh continued in poffeffion of the 
patronage of Kirkdale till the diffolution; when I prefume it 
was leafed to John Nevile, Lord Latimer, who had a confi- 
derable eftate in thefe parts. For that nebleman, by his will, 
dated 12th September 1542, 34 Hen. VIII. proved 15th March 
following [/}, leaves to his daughter Margaret 500 marks, and 


[4] Doomfday Book. 

[7] Vide the curious feal of this priory, engraved among the Society’s plates. 
From J. Warburton, the poffefforin 1720, it came to IT. Martin of Palfgrave, 
from him to J. Ives of Yarmouth, and was purchafed at the fale of his col- 
Jeftion in 1774, by Guftavus Brander, Efq. F. S. A, the Pale owner. 

[4] Autogr. penes me. 

{/] Vine, N° 31, p. 187. in Colleg. Armor. 
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his leafe of the parfonage of Kirkdale, From this lady it came 
to Elizabeth her niece, daughter and coheir of John Nevile, 
Lord Latimer, who. married Sir John Danvers, of Dauntefey in 
Wiltthire, knight[m], and had iflue Henry Danvers, created 
Earl of Danby, who was poffefled of it, and gave it to the 
univerfity of Oxford, I fuppofe anno 1632, when he founded 
the phyfic garden there, for they are the prefent owners. The. 
arms of this nobleman, a cheveron betweén three mullets of 
fx points, pierced, and furmounted with an Earl’s coronet; 
together with thofe of the univerfity of Oxford, are painted on 
the wall of the chancel. 

THERE are three manors in the parifh of Kirkdale: Wimbleton,. 
which is part of the great.eftate that Thomas Duncombe of 
Duncombe-Park in Helmefley, Efg. enjoys in this county, 
Nawton belonging to William Whitehead of Nawton, Efq,. 
who has a leafe of the re€torial tithes of the whole parifh from 
the univerfity of Oxford, and pays.a ftipend of £. 10 per ann. 
to the curate; and Welburne to George Strangeways Robinfon, 
of Welburne, Efg. whofe grandfather acquired it by marriage 
with the. heirefs of Gibfon of Welburne. ‘Fhe latter gentleman 
is the eldeft branch of the ancient houfe of Strangeways, for- 
merly: of great account in this, and: other counties [27], who 
changed their name in the beginning of the prefent centuy for 
the eftate of the Robinfons. of Thornton-Rifeborough. His: 
family bury at Kirkdale, and within the altar rails are fome 
elegant monuments erected to them and the Gibfons. 

I aM, afraid you will think Ihave been too prolix in eluci« 
dating this infcription,, and, the place; but as it-is.really very 


[m] Dugd. Baron. vol. I. p. 313. and ole IT. p. 416. 
[7] Wide Ce 40- Cc. 2206 GC. 52d D, 5: &e. in Coll.. Armor. 
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fingular, and is conceived in a character and language not fami- 
liar to all, I was willing to make it as plain and intelligible as 
I could ; and therefore hope J fhall ftand excufed, though I have 
dwelt longer upon it, than perhaps you may deem needful, 
However I fhall detain you no longer than to fay, that 


Tam, 
BOEar Sirs 
Your’s, &c. 
J. G. BROOKE, R. Cc, 


AVI. Defcription 


